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in all these respects that we see the touchstones of socialist policy
in the colonies and what differentiates socialist from those who
want little more than reform in social standards and material
prosperity.

The days are passing when policies can be made Independent of
the colonial peoples. If there are grave responsibilities on us, there
are responsibilities no less burdensome on the peoples concerned.
Most of us can press the importance of hard and disciplined
work, of moral integrity and social service, of tolerance and initia-
tive, and we can stress that foundations in the colonies must be
built in education, nutrition, preventive medicine and health.
New values have also to be established, new traditions built up
and the conventions and habits encumbering new ways broken
down. But people must not wait on governments to act. Through
their own free and voluntary movements they should initiate
their own enterprise and work out their own way of life. It is
not easy to conceive of public service, to develop sound, judg-
ment, to look dispassionately and objectively at issues which
have moved men for generations, to approach problems in
the scientific spirit, to break with custom and act independently
or to carry responsibility of an exacting kind. T.hese things are
learnt from experience and it is important that the people through
their own free organizations should learn and themselves work
and plan for change. Just as the British v/orkers through trade
unionism, and co-operation, adult education, political respon-
sibility in local government have moved forward, so should the
colonial peoples create their societies and institutions and learn
responsibility in their own way and on their own initiative go
Jbrward to the society, they themselves seek.

This book is therefore offered less for propagandist purposes
but more for acquainting ourselves as to the nature of some of
the colonial problems to be solved. There are serious difficulties
to be grappled with, however clear we see the destination we
want to reach. The brittle foundations of imperial power begin
to crack. Acquiescent people begin to stir in revolt and to dis-
turb _our peace." Power politics in the world shift and take on
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